
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing Activities 

 

*Coffee, Cookies & Conversation follow Sunday Mass in 

the Monastery Refectory off the Cloister Garden. All are 

invited, especially our visitors.  

*If you would like to receive a copy of the bulletin by email, 

please contact osaprag@augustiniani.cz 

*Bible Study sessions are held each Wednesday evening at 

6:30pm/18:30 in the Tagaste room. All are welcome to join 

and reflect on the Word of God. 

*Lectors and Eucharistic ministers : If you would like 

to support the community as a lector or Eucharistic minister 

at mass on Sunday's please contact Ann 

at dalyaann@hotmail.com .   I would also like to hear from 

those who took part in the training session for Eucharistic 

ministry last February. 

*Meeting of the Parish Council. This Sunday, May 11th at 

12:15 in Kasiciaco room.  

*Fr. William, the pastor, thanks all the parishioners and 

friends for the feast of his birthday celebration  and for your 

generosity with him. God bless! 

Friday May 16th  id the Feast of St. John Nepomuk. Solemn 

Vespers in our Church at 08:00pm and then procession to the 

sculpture of St. John in Charles bridge 

*The 17th Annual Marian Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the 

Gracious Madonna, at sv. Dobrotiva-Zajecov, will be held 

on May¨31st  . We meet in front of St. Joseph’s church on 

Josefská Street, at 08:30 am, Saturday morning, June 4th . If 

you do not have a ride please contact Fr. Juan Bautista for 

details. In keeping with our tradition, please bring a lunch, 

which you can share with another person on pilgrimage.. 

SIGN UP: In the sacristy of St. Thomas Church. 
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Today’s Prayer 

 

I pause for a moment and think of 
the love and the grace that God 

showers on me: I am created in the 
image and likeness of God; I am 

God's dwelling-place. 

The Fourth Sunday of 

Easter – Year A 
 May 10st and May 11th   2014 

FOURTH EASTER SUNDAY -A 

Strike the shepherd and the sheep will scatter runs 

an ancient proverb. In order, however, to 

understand all the nuances of this familiar parable 

“of the Good Shepherd” we should know something 

of the pastoral milieu within which Jesus spoke. The 

first point is obvious: security of the flock is 

paramount. To protect their animals shepherds 

devised a number of strategies. The more common 

was that of corraling them into a primitive 

enclosure or stone, briars or rubble (about two feet 

high) with only one opening across which the 

vigilant shepherd would restively lie. The sheep or 

goats thus were safely guarded under the watchful 

eye of the herdsman ever aware of such dangerous 

nocturnal predators as lions, bears, wolves and 

jackals that then ranged in ancient Palestine. At 

dawn after a suspenseful night, the shepherd would 

enter the enclosure, whistle or call for his sheep, 

count heads and set out for pasturage and water. 

Today specially trained dogs and horses drive the 

sheep before them; ancient shepherds led the flock 

out in search of sustinence. It is precisely this image 

of the shepherd leading his flock that so delighted 

Jesus and his hearers. 

 Both the religious leaders of the past and 

present can take this parable to heart. Excelling in 

the Law and observances hedged in stringent 

commands must give way to a ministry of teaching 

patiently and lovingly healing in the example of the 

Good Shepherd. The parable tells us that we are to 

be ready to give our lives for others by vigilance. As 

we imitate the Good Shepherd those fears and 

needless anxieties soon fade as we hear his voice 

above the din of pressures and discordant voices. If 

we would only allow ourselves to listen! 
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 Therefore, we are all called to adore Christ in our hearts (1 Pet 

3:15) in order to allow ourselves to be touched by the impulse 

of grace contained in the seed of the word, which must grow in 

us and be transformed into concrete service to our neighbour. 

We need not be afraid: God follows the work of his hands with 

passion and skill in every phase of life. He never abandons us! 

He has the fulfilment of his plan for us at heart, and yet he 

wishes to achieve it with our consent and cooperation. 

3. Today too, Jesus lives and walks along the paths of ordinary 

life in order to draw near to everyone, beginning with the least, 

and to heal us of our infirmities and illnesses. I turn now to 

those who are well disposed to listen to the voice of Christ that 

rings out in the Church and to understand what their own 

vocation is. I invite you to listen to and follow Jesus, and to 

allow yourselves to be transformed interiorly by his words, 

which “are spirit and life” (Jn 6:62). Mary, the Mother of Jesus 

and ours, also says to us: “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5). 

It will help you to participate in a communal journey that is 

able to release the best energies in you and around you. A 

vocation is a fruit that ripens in a well cultivated field of mutual 

love that becomes mutual service, in the context of an authentic 

ecclesial life. No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A 

vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good 

soil of faithful people, in the experience of fraternal love. Did 

not Jesus say: “By this all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35)? 

4. Dear brothers and sisters, this “high standard of ordinary 

Christian living” (cf John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Novo 

Millennio Ineunte, 31) means sometimes going against the tide 

and also encountering obstacles, outside ourselves and within 

ourselves. Jesus himself warns us: the good seed of God’s word 

is often snatched away by the Evil one, blocked by tribulation, 

and choked by worldly cares and temptation (cf Mt 13:19-22). 

All of these difficulties could discourage us, making us fall 

back on seemingly more comfortable paths. However, the true 

joy of those who are called consists in believing and 

experiencing that he, the Lord, is faithful, and that with him we 

can walk, be disciples and witnesses of God’s love, open our 

hearts to great ideals, to great things. “We Christians were not 

chosen by the Lord for small things; push onwards toward the 

highest principles. Stake your lives on noble ideals!” (Homily 

at Holy Mass and the Conferral of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, 28 April 2013). I ask you bishops, priests, 

religious, Christian communities and families to orient 

vocational pastoral planning in this direction, by accompanying 

young people on pathways of holiness which, because they are 

personal, “call for a genuine ‘training in holiness’ capable of 

being adapted to every person’s need. This training must 

integrate the resources offered to everyone with both the 

traditional forms of individual and group assistance, as well as 

the more recent forms of support offered in associations and 

movements recognized by the Church” (Novo Millennio 

Ineunte, 31).  

Let us dispose our hearts therefore to being “good soil”, by 

listening, receiving and living out the word, and thus bearing 

fruit. The more we unite ourselves to Jesus through prayer, 

Sacred Scripture, the Eucharist, the Sacraments celebrated and 

lived in the Church and in fraternity, the more there will grow 

in us the joy of cooperating with God in the service of the 

Kingdom of mercy and truth, of justice and peace. And the 

harvest will be plentiful, proportionate to the grace we have 

meekly welcomed into our lives. With this wish, and asking 

you to pray for me, I cordially impart to you all my Apostolic 

Blessing. 

From the Vatican, 15 January 2014 

FRANCIS 

 

 

Coming soon: 
 

MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS 

FOR THE 51st WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

FOR VOCATIONS 

11 MAY 2014 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Theme: Vocations, Witness to the Truth 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
1. The Gospel says that “Jesus went about all the cities and 

villages... When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 

them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest 

is plentiful, but the labourers are few; pray therefore the Lord 

of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest’” (Mt 9:35-

38). These words surprise us, because we all know that it is 

necessary first to plow, sow and cultivate to then, in due time, 

reap an abundant harvest. Jesus says instead that “the harvest is 

plentiful”. But who did the work to bring about these results? 

There is only one answer: God. Clearly the field of which Jesus 

is speaking is humanity, us. And the efficacious action which 

has borne “much fruit” is the grace of God, that is, communion 

with Him (cf. Jn 15:5). The prayer which Jesus asks of the 

Church therefore concerns the need to increase the number of 

those who serve his Kingdom. Saint Paul, who was one of 

“God’s fellow workers”, tirelessly dedicated himself to the 

cause of the Gospel and the Church. The Apostle, with the 

awareness of one who has personally experienced how 

mysterious God’s saving will is, and how the initiative of grace 

is the origin of every vocation, reminds the Christians of 

Corinth: “You are God’s field” (1 Cor 3:9). That is why 

wonder first arises in our hearts over the plentiful harvest 

which God alone can bestow; then gratitude for a love that 

always goes before us; and lastly, adoration for the work that 

he has accomplished, which requires our free consent in acting 

with him and for him.  

2. Many times we have prayed with the words of the Psalmist: 

“It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and 

the sheep of his pasture” (Ps 100:3); or: “The Lord has chosen 

Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession” (Ps 135:4). 

And yet we are God’s “possession” not in the sense of a 

possession that renders us slaves, but rather of a strong bond 

that unites us to God and one another, in accord with a 

covenant that is eternal, “for his steadfast love endures for 

ever” (Ps 136). In the account of the calling of the prophet 

Jeremiah, for example, God reminds us that he continually 

watches over each one of us in order that his word may be 

accomplished in us. The image is of an almond branch which is 

the first tree to flower, thus announcing life’s rebirth in the 

springtime (cf Jer 1:11-12). Everything comes from him and is 

his gift: the world, life, death, the present, the future, but — the 

Apostle assures us — “you are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” 

(1 Cor 3:23). Hence the way of belonging to God is explained: 

it comes about through a unique and personal relationship with 

Jesus, which Baptism confers on us from the beginning of our 

rebirth to new life. It is Christ, therefore, who continually 

summons us by his word to place our trust in him, loving him 

“with all the heart, with all the understanding, and with all the 

strength” (Mk 12:33). Therefore every vocation, even within 

the variety of paths, always requires an exodus from oneself in 

order to centre one’s life on Christ and on his Gospel. Both in 

married life and in the forms of religious consecration, as well 

as in priestly life, we must surmount the ways of thinking and 

acting that do not conform to the will of God. It is an “exodus 

that leads us on a journey of adoration of the Lord and of 

service to him in our brothers and sisters” (Address to the 

International Union of Superiors General, 8 May 2013).  

 

 

 

Therefore, we are all called to adore Christ in our hearts 

(1 Pet 3:15) in order to allow ourselves to be touched by 
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