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THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST
HUMAN TRAFFICKING:

» My childreww connot be
sold as slaves”

(Leviticus 25)
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Tel: 257 530 556, 602 643 365

Reflection on the Gospel

A fundamental conviction is expressed |in
Christian piety by the role given to Mary the Mathe
of Jesus. From earliest times Mary has typified h
perfected Church of the end-time. When Christian
have asked themselves whether it is really possgib
that the redemption should be completed in the dvor
by people themselves so unredeemed as yet,
veneration of the Immaculate Conception or tqtg
sinlessness of Mary, attributed to the foreseeritser
of her Son, was a symbolic answer to that questio
This doctrine of the Immaculate Conception wasg
way of saying that through Jesus Christ, God hd
brought about a new and untainted creation, higebri
Mary or his bride the Church, uncontaminated by th
leaven of past evil, a special and merciful diving
intervention.

Similarly, when Christians asked thelves
whether the heavenly goal was really attainable,
answer was expressed in the veneration of
Assumption of Mary into heaven, "body and sol
to be reunited to Christ her Son, a symbol of hq
and reassurance to the whole struggling Chyrg
which she represents. This had already bge
foreshadowed in the Book of Revelation (11:19
12:1ff.) in the vision of "the portent in heavehgt
woman clothed with the sun, crowned with twelve
stars and having the moon under her feet." Probal
written originally about the people of Israel a® th
“mother” of the Messiah, this passage was spd
applied both to Mary and the Church, because the
both bring forth the Messiah into a world struggli
with the forces of evil. Mary as the true model
faith is held up as a symbol of hope for each o&si
we travel on to our own destiny.
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FIRST READING: These verses from 2 Samuel summahieéavidic
covenant. Unlike the other great covenants (Nodinaldam, and Moses),
Yahweh did not speak directly to David, but madeduvenant through the
prophet Nathan. Thus, God not only raised up Davgtiitus, he also
elevated the place of the prophet in salvatiorohystProphets now reveale
God's will to Israel's and Judah's royalty (whethey wanted to listen or
not). This narrative turns on the phrase "housevi®wanted to build
YHWH a house (i.e., Temple) in which to dwell. Bitrough the prophet,
God proposed to build David a "royal house" (ieedynasty) that would
forever enjoy divine favor. Notice Yahweh asseris dtbminance and
initiative as He speaks. He took David from thédieand made him king.
He would care for him in life and give him honoteafdeath. This was not
reward for David's loyalty but a vehicle for theidie will. Through the
covenant he offered David, God revealed His intrstiand His nature. He
was a loving, even doting God. As Christians, weetke fulfillment of
God's covenant with David in Jesus. Why? Becausedsea "Son of
David", not only in his lineage, but in his revédat The mission and
ministry of Jesus revealed God as that loving deayid enjoyed. But, now
we enjoy the loving initiative David enjoyed so ¢pago.

SECOND READING: Paul wrote his famous letter to R@man church
sometime between 55 to 58 A.D. The community heatRy history. The
clashes between the Christians and Jews causedoofps to be expelled
from the capitol in 49 A.D. by Claudius (see Ac&2). Nero lifted the ban
in 54 A.D. We can only assume the community at Remag watched by
imperial officials and was rejected by the Jewisddership. Hence followe
there felt isolated. Paul wrote his letter, in partdefend his position that
universal salvation came from the Jews. But thhébeid not require
Gentile converts to become Jews. Trust in God @ €hrist opened the
door to such salvation; simple duty to the Torahrit. We can assume
Paul gave the theological logic to defend a pradiceady common in the
churches at the time: allowing full fellowship be®n Jewish Christians ar
Gentile neophytes. Why should God receive gloryaBee He strengtheng

the Roman faithful in three ways. First, He gaverggth them through Paul'

message (literally "good news") and his preachBigce there is no
indication Paul set foot in Rome before the lettes written, we can only
assume three possibilities: Paul referred to hisionary work in the easte
provinces of the Empire. Or, Paul meant the coasishessage he preachg
on the road. Or, he pointed to the message wiiittéme letter itself. (Of
course, he could have meant all three!) [16:25p8dcGod strengthened
the community by revealing His will in a way thaasvhidden in the past.
Obviously, He meant the presence of the Messi@&h2@h] Third, God
strengthened the community by the relationship Xfpeeted everyone to
have with Him, built on faith. Having trust in Gaditomatically places the
believer in a position of obedience. (I obey Gody® Because | trust Him
Paul pointed to the intimate relationship writtarthe prophets as one built
on faith. Implicitly, this obedience built on faitbrmed the early Christian
communities. [16:26b] This is the same relationsbga expects of us. Wh
praise God? For the gifts He has given us. May seeScripture, His grace
and our fellowship within the community as sourogstrength, not as part
of the Christian landscape we take for granted.
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The Christmas Schedule:

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 :

18:30/6:30pm Christmas Mass
23:30/11:30pm Christmas Carols (Cze
and English) followed by Midnight Mags

in three languages. After Mass there wil
oI

be the traditional procession to Bethleh
and the adoration of the Savior.

CHRISTMAS DAY. Dec. 25"
MASS at 11am

26"  December
Boxing Day.
09:30am Mass with Blessing of Grain.
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Saint Stephen's o

Giving Tree

Next Tuesday we will deliver the Giving Tree giits

to 60 orphans who the community helps. Thank yo

for your support and generosity.

Collection Appeal

We would like to inform you that we have budgeted
expenses of 10 000CZK per week and our collection

have fallen drastically to 8000CZK. We request ymU

contribute generously during the Saturday/Sunga]
off
expenses should contact Mr. Jose Fernando by gm

Masses. Anyone wishing to view the details

(Jjose@jaitex.cz) or by phone (602 293 867).

Advent social Project: Helping to help!

We received from our brothers in Congo the nex

information: "During my visit in the north | met tw
young men who are willing to study. The first is
nurse in Dungu, he would like to study ophtalmolo
since sr Jeanne, osa died we have only one old
who is helping in the ophtalmology in Dungu. | thin

if you can get someone who would like to help tha

young man to study ophtamology here in Kinshasa
will be great. | will let you know the total amouat

the two years study in few days. The second boy i
from Doruma, he has just finish secondary schoel| h

would like to study law because many people do

know their right. He is looking for someone who can
help him with 1500%$ for three years study( 500$hepc

year) starting if possible this school year”.
It a possibility for our community to help someadhat
is going to help many. More information with Fuah

ch our benefactors, the blessings of peace, heaith,apd

Blessing

The Presidents of the Czech, English and SpanisishP
councils, the members of the various parish coresstt Fr.
Juan, Fr. Antonio, Fr. Vit, Fr. Jan and Fr. Wiliathe
pastor sincerely wish you, your families, guesisitars and

success as we enter into a new year of serviddala
Strana-Prague.
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t This Advent may be the perfect time to reflect ba

Reflections on the “Good Shepherd.”

In a recent retreat at St. Thomas, The Sisterdhef

Good Shepherd spoke about the role of Jesus ag
In a series of “| am” statements

“Good Shepherd”.

D

given in John’s Gospel, they explained how Jesus

reveals His identity to us - the sheep of his pasftlihe
concise and familiar statements prompt us to reflac
how we live our personal relationship with Jesud
how effective we are in conveying it to others:

* | amthe bread of life. Does Jesus through H

Word and Sacrament nourish me daily? D

nourish others in my thoughts, words and

actions?

* | amthelight of the world. Does my life reflect
Jesus’ teaching? Am | “light” for others in
darkened world?

* | Amthe Way, the Truth and the Life. Is my life

a

modeled on my way, or His Way? Do | stapd

up for His Way, Truth and Life in a world ofte
opposed to His values?

* | am the Gate for the sheep. Have | entered
into a committed relationship with Him? Do
point out the gate for others?

* | amthe Good Shepherd. Do | trust him with
my life? Do | reassure others that he can
trusted?

* | amthe Resurrection and the Life. Do | really
believe in Eternal Life? Do | share m
convictions with others?

* | amthetrue Vine. Is my life deeply connecte

to Jesus? Is the support | receive from Hi

convincing enough for others to do likewise?

depth of our own personal relationship with theoGq
Shepherd and to assess how well we model Jes
all those whom God places in our path.
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