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Today’s Prayer

"Be still and know that | am
God."
Lord, Your words lead us tc
the
calmness and greatness c
your presence.

"Our hearts are restless, O Lord, until they
rest in you."

27th Sunday in Ordinary
time A

October ' and 2° 2011
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TWENTY-SIXTH ORDINARY
SUNDAY

This parable ofineyard and the vinedressetBe second of
five interrelated controversial responses in Mattke
gospel are among Jesus’ last recorded statementsnigna
the end of his three year public ministry. As wikery
parable- defined asspiritually motivating lesson deliveregl
allegorically within the context of a short storit- has a
designated audience in mind. In this instance (asast
week’s story of thetwo sony it was the Temple
establishment which the Gospels, perhaps, inacdyrat
lump together athe chief priests, the scribes, the elders g
the Pharisees.The ultra-orthodox Pharisees here codl
hardly be classed as allies of the priestly cagienly

suspected as Roman collaborators but Jesus’ poi
remarks had aroused such outraged opposition Hegt, {
Pharisees and priests alike on the severity optoghetic
denunciations united in common cause against hiday's
gospel reading so explicitly critical of the chigfiests and
the Pharisees prompted Jesus’ excoriating staten
because they, the religious establishment, in faicdis
miracles and works, adamantly rejected him as nedt
God’'s messagdsrael, the beloved vineyard or possessip
of the Lord, tended by théenant workersor religious
leaders (i.e., the chief priests and the Pharishas)been
repeatedly visited and warned by theessenger®or the
prophets. Finally, the parable ominously states, th
encounter the presence of theuseholder’'s only son an
heir whom they shamefully abuseast out and murde’

clear reference to Jesus’ own expected fate.
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The spiritual analogy is clear enough. These copteary
religious leaders (and all called to such servigg)
impervious to the needs of the people of Gihe {ineyard)
will themselves be ultimately and in gloriously rewed
from service. Othetenant vineyard dressexsill take their
place and give theineyard owner the fruits in proper time.
For us called to service in the Church as the pbshops
and priests must first regard ourselves as servivigswill
be held accountable before God on two accoup
perseverance and fidelity. Pray for us to accorhpiis in
our ministry.
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FIRST READING

Isaiah, a prophet in the royal court, bravely spagainst the corruption
of power elite in Jerusalem and the lax fidelitytoé people at large.
Serving in the second half of the eighth centung prophet drew a
clear line between the sin of the people and thaoth political
situation in which they found themselves. War aftar raged on their
borders and threatened to engulf Judea. "Why was @andoning his
people?" the nation asked. Isaiah answered with sitieg of the
vineyard. The key to interpretation lay in verseese From this vantage
point, the song makes sense. God planted his pékele vineyard. He
granted it protection and favor (choice vine pldme a fertile hill with
hedges and a look-out tower). Isaiah then challérgeopular view the
people had about themselves ("We are the ChoserePeujith a call
for judgment. The fruit of such a carefully plantaad tended vineyard
was sour; the people God protected and grew wagtbffl and unjust.
What should God do? At this point, the prophet aexd the judgment:
God would abandon his people, just as his peopgleabandoned him.

SECOND READING

As Paul ended his letter to the Philippians, heoeteldl his
audience to prayer and a life focused on virtue.Haul, prayer
should be honest and all inclusive; the petiticsieruld open his
or her heart to the Lord so peace could replaceegnxes, the
small community of believers could experience the
misunderstanding, prejudice, and abuse of outsitbetswithin
the assembly, they could know the peace that ceone the
presence of Christ. At the end of the passage, ¢ttred
himself as an example of prayer and solid livinchiM/this
might seem a exercise in pride and bravado, Paudlic had a
point. Even though he preached to the Gentileswaamte himself
unclean by socializing with them, he was a higldyeated and
observant Jew; he knew and obeyed the Law. GregtlRaman
society admired Jews for their ethical standardsraaral
lifestyle, even if the notion of kosher eluded thémaddition,
he lived a Christian life on the edge; he was ssioigry who
faced danger and death. He was proud of the wolumdsiffered
for Christ. His lifelong dedication to Torah obsanee and his
burning desire to evangelize made Paul the idesahgle. He
had overcome anxiety when he faced persecutioknée what
it took to live a life that was faithful, pure amtituous. Paul had
what it took to be mentor and model.
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ST. THOMAS PARISHIONERS AGAINST HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

In commemoration of the European Union’s Anti-Trdffig Day
that will be held October 18, 2011, | would like tagtlight the
urgent need to raise public awareness of humanickaf§ as an
increasingly disturbing phenomenon in Europe, aribler crime
against humanity that has devastating consequdacése victims,
the majority of whom are forced into prostitutiomprpography,
domestic servitude, labor exploitation, and/or argeemoval.
Recently, several reports, including reports froime tCzech
Republic highlight the urgent need for all membefrgivil society
to get involved in raising public awareness of huntafficking,
including the faith-based (church) community who galay an
effective role in eliminating this crime throughnomitted prayer
and fasting, funding advocacy work, and through ¢heation of
church-sponsored social justice events.
WHY THE CHURCH MUST ACT NOW?
Globally, we are facing one of the worst crime epidemof our
times brought on by economic globalization resgltifrom
unprecedented openness in the trans-national trmdeel, and
communication sectors. Simply put, globalizatiors llogressed
faster than the public and private sector’s abititymonitor and
regulate these markets, thereby creating massiperamities for
exploitation by sophisticated criminals. It is inese unregulated
unguarded sectors that human trafficking will coméirto increase.
This human trafficking phenomenon has taken on slc
unprecedented proportions that it can be descilsea new form of
slavery. It treats human beings as a commodityetdodught and
sold.
WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING?
Trafficking in human beings consists of a combimatiof three
basic components, as defined by the UN conventianattion of
“recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring receipt of
persons”;by means of‘the threat or use of force or other forms pf
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deceptiontte abuse of powe
or of a position of vulnerability or of the givingr receiving of
payments or benefits to achieve the consent of raopehaving
control over another personfpr the purpose of exploitation,
which includes “at a minimum, the exploitation oktlethers for
prostitution or other forms of sexual exploitatidorced labor or
services, slavery or practices similar to slavesgrvitude, and
removal of organs”.
THE VICTIMS
The number of innocent human victims caught upllirfoams of
human trafficking is heart breaking. The Europeaiob’s criminal
intelligence agency “Europol” estimates that thare hundreds of
thousands of men, women, and children being tiadficinto and
within Central and Western Europe annually. Victirmes eery often
trafficked from poorer countries towards richer coigs. All are
desperate to make a living, only to have their diveined by
exploitation. Victims are frequently lured by adgem their home
countries for jobs abroad as fashion models, waiterd household
employees, etc.
THE PROFITS
The llicit profits from human trafficking is staggng, ranging
from 31 to 32 billion dollars per year. Vast loadsuadocumented
cash that is being generated from human traffickiguelling
corruption and infiltrating business and governmetitereby
hindering and undermining governance and weakerhiegpublic
justice system.
WITHOUT YOUR HELP WE CANNOT BRING JUSTICE TO
THOSE IN NEED
Please consider investing your time, talents, andew to help our
congregation raise public awareness of this hunginigitragedy,
including funding the advocacy work | am doing tamihate
human trafficking in Europe. Please contact
charlie.lamento@ghni.orgr by mobile at 420 774 974 945 if yg
are interested in becoming involved in this sogiatice project.
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In Relentless Pursuit of Change,
Charlie Lamento

Announcements

* Help at Sv. Dobrotiva in Zaje¢ov next Saturday October
8" . We meet in front of Saint Thomas and we willdaek at
05:00pm. Thanks for your help to restore this Maptace.

*Every Saturday at 9:00arfeeding of the homelessas
social service

*We are looking for arEnglish teacher for our school. If
you are interesting, please see Fr. Juan

CALLING ALL YOUNG CATHOLIC

ADULTS!

If you are interested in joining a group of youngtkilic
adults to meet monthly for friendly conversatiorgith
sharing, group outings, and more, please contactieCa
Brown atarolynbrown402@gmail.conCarrie is new to St|
Thomas parish and has previous experience leadiggy
Catholic adult groups. If you ever feel alone inuyfaith as a
young adult, this group is for you! "Let no one kadown on
your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduaste,| faith
and purity, show yourself an example of those waleke."
1 Timothy 4:12
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Rule of St. Augustine

Chapter Two

10. Be assiduous in prayer at the hours and

times appointed.

11. In the oratory no one should do
anything other than that for which it was
intended and from which it also takes |its
name. Consequently, if there are some who
might wish to pray there during their fre¢e
time, even outside the hours appointed, they
are not to be hindered by those who thjnk
something else should be done there.

12. When you pray to God in psalms and
hymns, think over in your hearts the words
that come from your lips.

13. Chant only what is prescribed for chant;
moreover, let nothing be chanted unless (t is
prescribed.

**If you are interesting in knowing more abdst
Augustine and Augustinian spirituality come to the
meeting that we are going to have every Tuesday at
06:30 pm from September 20More information with
Fr. William, OSA
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