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Reflection on the Gospel

Deserts can be fearful places. An inhospitah
climate; a variety of fauna such as serpents, spidg
lizards, disease-bearing flies, mosquitoes; @
loneliness, all pose threats to survival. Yet, dssg
can be as fascinating for us today as they werg
ancient people who thought them to be the habita
benevolent and malevolent spiri@nly beasts and
gods can live alone in the desert, ran an old adage!.
Mark, the second evangelist, writing between
years AD 66 — 76, conveyed the theologi¢
concerns of his community in utilizing a variety
images and literary figures drawn from oral hisfo
legend and popular apocalyptic works. When

read that the Spirit drove Jesus into the desert
implicationis that the mission, the ministry of Jesus
was inaugurated not by personal or human whim
by the direct coercive action of the Holy Spirit.
Once Jesus goes into the desert - used here
synonym for the demesne of Satan (Hebrewtter
adversary) - He experienced first hand the fU
enticing force of temptation. Indeed, was it hung
a desire for power, or rash presumption of Go
protection that posed the worst temptation? It se
that Matthew would relate all three in activ
collusion during this forty-day experience. Yet G
willed that Jesus though tempted was to

abandoned there in the desert neither to

adversaries nor later during His earthly ministny
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Study of the First Readinc¢

[9-11] Noah's covenant marks the second one G
made with humanity. The first covenant God maq
with Adam. The first humans broke that alliance, s
increased in the world, and God turned nature agai
humanity. Noah's covenant was the result of thatgr
flood. The flood itself was seen as a re-creatibthe

cosmos; the new covenant was God's re-alliance W
humanity. Since Noah and his family were the on
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righteous people on earth, God promised Noah @s
representative of humanity) never to destroy hutga
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by a flood again. This covenant became the basis [fo

the Jewish belief in the righteous Gentile, a new-J

who honors the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacpb.
There are a few examples of these people in the New

Testament. Since all
relationship with God through Noah, all could b

people had a covenant

saved. Even nature was part of God's plan for

salvation. [12-15] The sign of the rainbow. In th
flood, the ancient people believed that it was oy

a great rain, but that the heavens literally caéap
(and the ark became a submarine). As God re-creg
the world, the waters in the heavens and those

earth were re-separated by the appearance of mldy Ia

The rainbow acts as a shield to keep the heavens f
collapsing again. In this way the rainbow is nolyan
sign, but a physical barrier.
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Israel. For the angels came to minister to Him was

Mark’s assurance that Jesus of Nazareth, fi
designated by the powers of darknesghesHoly
One of God, had passed through His first trial af
temptation. With this assurance He went on to
destined vocation vindicated by the power of {
cross and resurrection.
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Coffee, Cookies & Conversationfollow Sunday Mass in the Monaste
Refectory off the Cloister GardeAll are invited, especially our visitors.
Please contact, Fr. William Faix if you want to addhouncements to the
bulletin at ‘wfaix@yahoo.corhor contact Dias Fernando at
Dias.Fernando@pbschool.cz Please send at latéiseriday of the week
as it has to be added to the bulletin

www.augustiniani.cz

osaprag@augtiniani.cz



Parish project for Lent:

Dear Parishioners in St. Thomas in Praha,
here is the overview for a Scholarshi

p for ourlicien Gumesa of the Congo who lives and works imdéain Kenya:

Course Duration |Intake [Fees/perterm Application|Caution  |Registration |Exam fee | Total
fee money related
charges
Mechanical [9 Terms | May |[335$x9=3015% |149% 07 $ 16 $ 80 % 3896 $
Engineering (addition of 25 % for
non Kenyan = 754 $)

NB: Other fees are not mentioned because not fenese

For example: Books, transport, materials (equips)etaining fees.
For books, transport, materials etc.: 1104 $.

Sum: 3896 $ + 1104 $ = 5000 $.

The student is Fr. Lucien Gumesa who actuallyesntiaster of Professed in Nairobi and the Bursae.sfadies are to be taken in Nairobi in KenyalEcien

will be during the studies still the Bursar of théernational House in Nairobi.

Thank you very much already now if you could reabzScholarship for our Fr. Lucien Gumesa

Yours sincerel,

Fr. Franz Klein OSA, Assistant General in chargéfoica

Study of the Second Reading

This short exercise in catechism logic should béasaliar

it is laughable. Yet, many Christians do not swimpbtigh

the depths of this insight. Jesus the Christ wiagaaterful,

even IN AND THROUGH DEATH. 3:18 described th
Christ's death through a believer's eyes. As thedent one,
He died for us, the guilty, so He could reunitewith His

Father. But, then, the verse stopped in His deadhled up
to 3:19, which described Jesus preaching the GadsNo

the lost souls in the place of the death (Shebléhrew, not
to be confused with hell, the realm of the damnddie

author described these lost as those who were dWashay
in the Great Flood. [3:20] But, like many otherses in the
New Testament, the author used an image or symbmhe
analogy to turn to another. In this case, the watethe

Flood (i.e., God's judgment) became the turningipi the
analogy of Baptism. God used water as a vehicle
condemn the lost and save the few (Noah and hidyfar]
Christians). In fact, the water of Baptism gavei§ans the
only certain thing they possessed: a clear conseibased
upon faith in the resurrection. Again, notice tloairse of
clear conscience: Jesus Christ. For from deatbisJese to
new life, thus revealing His power. Christ now &xsgs
this power from a heavenly throne. Why would th¢éhao
of 1 Peter reflect upon Christ's power in deatts(Hiescent
into hell" found in the Apostle's Creed) and throwtgath
(His resurrection)? He mused on this insight toweams
another question. How far are we, as ChristianBingito

go to follow Christ? This question was explicitlgged in 1
Peter 3:13. In the 3:8-12, the author discussedt veh
Christian lifestyle meant: taking the moral highado In

3:14-17, the author praised those who suffered tiier
suffering they encountered living out their Chesti
commitment. Why? Because such suffering meant
believer walked the way of the Lord in a very realy. But,

even in suffering and persecution, the Christias [awer.
For Christ had power in and through death. The ofahe

Cross is the path of suffering. But it is also theth of
power.
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Ongoing Activities

* We welcome all our new parishioners to St.
Thomas Church. Please introduce yourselves, if
you wish at refreshments after the 11:00 am
Mass on Sundays or just call us or visit at your
convenience.

*» If you would like to receive a copy of the
bulletin by email, please contact
osaprag@augustiniani.cz

*+ Marriage Preparation: The next one-day
marriage preparation course (for the English
speaking community) will be held by Fr.
William on Saturday 17th March from 9:15am -
3pm at St. Thomas Parish for those who wish
to participate.

to™ Help at Sv. Dobrotiva in ZajeCov the 3rd
Saturday of every month. If you're at least 11
years old and you wish to help, meet at Sv.
Thomas before 9:15. In March will be the 17th.

***_enten Services***
-WednesdaysBible studies from 06:30 7:30 pn
An opportunity to explore the Word of God.
-Thursdays. Mass will be offer at 06:15 pm i
St Barbara’s Chapel. Confession will be he
before and after Mass.
- Fridays. Stations of the Cross at 06:00 p
Follow by devotions to Saint Nicholas ¢
Tolentine. Confession will be heard immediatg
afterwards.
- Saturdays Mass at
Confessions.
* Please note: Confessions will also be hea
upon request at anytime

Praying Lent 2012:
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistr

y/Lent/
http://www.villanova.edu/mission/officeofthevicepresident/
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