St. Thomas Church: established July 1, 1285 by Kiaclav Il

St. Thomas Chu

rcl

Today's Prayer In this issue:

Say this Prayer Today: Gospel Reflection 1
Study of the Readings 1
The more we call on the
| ord Upcoming Events 2
the more we can feel His  Epiphany 2
Presence. f
nnouncements and
Day by day He draws US  ongoing Activities 2
. Clos_er Collection Appeal 2
to His loving heart.
Mother of God 2

The Solemnity of

January 8 and §' 2011 Epiphany

Josefska 8, Mala Strana, Prague 1, 118 01
Tel: 257 530 556, 602 643 365 7

Reflection on the

Gospel
THE SOLEMNITY OF EPIPHANY, THE
MANIFESTATION OF JESUS
Early Egyptian Christians celebrated the Visit lo¢ tMagi
(Matthew?2) as well as the baptism of the LoMark 1:6-
11) on January 6. From the fifth century this dag been
celebrated throughout the eastern ChurcheLhsstmas
Eve since the Birth of Christ according to the Julid
calendar is commemorated on 07 January. Through
central Europe, door lintels are chalk-marked witie
cipher of the year and the initials of the “Threéngs”
(traditionally Casper, Melchior, Baltassamvho offered
gifts to the Infant Jesus, i.20+C+M+B+11 Perhaps, we
can mark our own doors in faith.
The Epiphany Proclamation

Dear Sisters and Brothers, the glory of the Lorsl $tzone
upon us and shall ever manifest itself among ukdaday
of his return. Through the rhythms and changesd,tlet
us call to mind and live the mysteries of our s@abra The
very center of the whole liturgical year is tRASCHAL
TRIDUUM OF THE LORDcrucified, died, buried and
risen that will culminate in théesOLEMN VIGIL OF
EASTERhis year of grac011with the dawn of 24 of
April. Every Sunday as in a weekly Easter, holy rChu
makes present that great and saving deed by whichstC
forever conquered sin, death and hell. From Easterr,
Christian Passover, comes forth all other days wepk
holy. ASH WEDNESDAY the beginning of the Len
season on'®of March; the ASCENSION oft%f June:
PENTECOST on 12 of June; CORPUS CHRISTI on"23
of June; the MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS’bnfl
July and, finally, the SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST TH
KING on 20 of November. Likewise, on the feasts of

Holy Mother of God, the Apostles, the Martyrs, th

Confessors, the Virgins and all holy Men and Woauash
in the commemoration of all souls, the pilgrim Gttur
proclaims the resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Chrikb
Him who was, who is and who is to come, the Loruho#
and history, be endless praise with Father througha
Holy Spirit, now and unto all ages, AMEN.
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Study of the Readincs
FIRST READING: This reading is found in the so-edll'Third Isaiah” (chapters 56-66).
Most Catholic biblical scholars agree that the boblsaiah can be divided into at least tw
separate units (chapters 1-39 for the prophethsdi@+ for "Second Isaiah"). Scholars divi
the book based upon language, writing style, astbfical events mentioned in the text.
While these scholars feel confident delineatingtéx¢ into two units, they are more uncert
subdividing chapters 40-66. Third Isaiah discus#edl, Sabbath, and the Torah. But
chapters 60-62 stood out with their optimism. Maololars who accept the "Third Isaiah’
thesis claim these chapters were written in the inEzra and Nehemiah (fifth century B.
when the zeal of the returned exiles had wornLaftals now lived as subjects under forei
powers. Rebuilding Jerusalem and the Temple haohbetedious. So, the people needed
pep talk. In such a dark world, a light would shithe glory of the Lord! The world would
dark, just as in the primordial beginning. Only tight of the Lord among his people woul
show the way. [60:1-2] Suddenly, the focus of tghtlshifted to the people (or a remnant
among the people). Their rising (like the sun riseyld shed light on those in the darkness
and would lead them forth, even the exiled faithiftihg in the Diaspora. [60:3-4] With the
rising of the people would come renown (glory) ameat wealth. The riches of the great
nations would flow to Israel. The people would hpesver even over the sea! [60:5-6] Thq
optimistic verses have messianic overtones, for speak of an idyllic time in the future.
Many Jews in the time of Jesus had these imagagnidh when they spoke of God's
judgment. Yet, Matthew used these verses when heepkethe arrival of the Magi. For the
evangelist and Christians ever since, the Magitbavglory of the Lord rise in Judea. But,
people and their leaders were blinded. This passiagéenges us to see what the Lord is
doing. To look beyond the tedious and the mund@aesee his glory shine. And to be led
the Lord.
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SECOND READING: At the time this letter was writtdfphesus was a major seaport on
west coast of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey). A& thouth of Cayster River, the city had
long history. lonic Greeks settled the area intémth century B.C. Ephesus was controlle
different major powers as a gateway to the Aegesm B 133 B.C., the Romans conquerg
the seaport and controlled the area for the neliemium. Many biblical scholars have
questioned the authorship of this letter to the dihe writing style and grammar of the lett
did not match those of Paul's other writings. Epbesas not mentioned in the salutation
the letter, unlike the Paul's other letters. Atk of Paul's major themes (the controversy
over baptizing Gentiles into the community) seetoelde missing; the author spoke of a ¢
equal relationship between Jews and Gentiles (22)1Many have speculated that the let
was written to a group of church communities inaAsfinor (Ephesus would have been th
stand out), by one of Paul's disciples in 80-90./Mce the ancient people had no sense
copyright laws and a critical view of history, vimg in the name and spirit of a known
teacher was not uncommon at the time. Chapter®étupon Paul's role as the herald fd
God's revelation. God revealed a divine mysterfyaal and gave him a mission to share t
mystery with others. The mystery was God's plasabfation. In hindsight, Paul could see
the unfolding revelation peak in the death andrmestion of Jesus. Paul shared his missid
to evangelize with others (apostles and Christraplpets). The power that drove these m¢
was God's very Spirit. As a result, Gentiles shametle promise made to the Jews by Go
(co-heirs), they sat as equals at the table oEting with their Jewish brethren, and they

shared the same hope in the coming of the MesBr@hGood News (a vehicle of God's

"grace") was the means for faith. We evangelizemtithrough our words and example. Bi
have you ever considered evangelization as a esfuciGod's grace? After all, like St. Pay
our words and actions present the face of Christhiers. They reveal God's activity in the|
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Coffee, Cookies & Conversatiorfollow Sunday Mass in the Monastery Refecto
off the Cloister GarderAll are invited, especially our visitors.

Please contact, Fr. William Faix if you want to adthouncements to the bulletin ai
wfaix@yahoo.com

www.augustiniani.cz

osaprag@augustiniani.cz



Blessed Veronica of Binasco, OSA

Blessed Veronica transmits to posterity a message of
simplicity of life, work, and dedication to otheesi\d a deep
interior life.

Giovanna Negroni was born in Binasco, (Milan) ltaty
1445, the daughter of a family of peasants. Atahe of
twenty-two she entered the monastery of Saint Mairth
Milan as a lay sister, since she was illiteratecdmse of her
devotion to the passion of Christ she took the name
Veronica. She was a great contemplative but steesdgaged
in numerous manual activities. She took very lovéage of
the sick sisters and developed an intense apostiblatughout
Milan and its environs as she went begging for the
community. Biographers tell of her ecstasies andytfes of
prophecy and discernment. She was very humble sed to
desire that all her actions be done under theddigiedience.

The biography of this holy nun is extraordinarigried in
content. There is her friendship with several sist# her
monastery, one of whom was her great admirer and
biographer. Then there is the experience of hesiphly
mistreatment by the devil, and her devotion toltbed's
passion and the eucharist. She enjoyed a greatté&pu
among important people of her day, such as Loeisvtbor,
the avaricious Duke of Milan. Like Saint CatherofeSiena
she journeyed to far off places, bearing specialsages.
Once she traveled to Como to confer with the Fisaei Fra
Giovanni, and another time to Rome in 1495 to nagtt
Pope Alexander VI.

Her biographers note her intense spiritual life, zeal for the
salvation of souls, her suffering over the few dayailable
for communion, and the faith that she confessedwghe was
able to receive communion. This biography goesoosay that
this unlettered nun was hardworking and a contetiweldor
thirty years. She "always appeared with peacefuhtanance,
smiling eyes, and always quick to help, being sfrang
constitution."

Veronica died on 13 January 1497. The devotionrgteeher
at the time of her death and burial is well docuraéin
several sources. Due to the great throngs that tamenerate
her, the body of Sister Veronica remained unbuigedive
days, and "many of the infirm who touched the Hudgy
recovered their health.” "The archbishop, beingilido
investigate, sent his vicar, who entered the memgsbd see
and ascertain if what was being reported was Fbis was
the fourth day after her death, and seeing whabbens said
was true, he was both amazed and filled with wofider

On 15 December 1517 Pope Leo X granted the nuns
permission to celebrate Veronica's feast; as dtrissed
Veronica's name was inserted in the Roman martgyolim
1798, with the suppression of the monasteries ofthardy by
the revolutionaries, her body was moved to thesparhurch
of Binasco where her mortal remains are preserved.

The Augustinian Family celebrates her feast onatidry

Ongoing Activities

Coffee, Cookies & Conversatiorfollow Sunday Mass in
the Monastery Refectory off the Cloister Gardath.are
invited, especially our visitors.

If you would like to receive a copy of the bulletoy
email, please contaosaprag@augustiniani.cz

Bible Study sessions are held each Wednesday eve
at 6:30pm/18:00 in the Church office. All are weteto
join and reflect on the Word of God.

New Times for Confession:

ning

Every Monday from 06:30 pm in St Barbara’s Chapel

and any time upon request

Prayer & worship
Each Sunday we are beginning with a prayer & wprg
from 10a.m. till 11a.m. in St. Barbara's Chapele Will
also be seeking people who would be willing to cend
play an instrument while we worship and/or pray.
pray that the Lord moves more of our members te
action in prayer and worship, as there is muchray j
for.

Religious Educationclasses resume this week, at 9:4
10:45

*We thanks to all the parishioners that have helwpét

the presents for the giving Tree this year. We tgiven

presents to 103 children. God bless you for vy
generosity!

Saint Augustine’s School

A Comprehensive School with a heart open to wisdon

Hornokitska 3, 140 00 Praha 4 —&Kr
www.skolasvatehoaugustina.cz

Open doors day January™fom 03:00 till 04:30pm

FEASTS AND ANNIVERSARIES: January
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diplomat, was born in 1834 and Gabriel Mistral, {1
Chilean poet and Nobel prize winner, died in 1957

11. William James, one of the United States’ fi
philosophers, was born in 1842; Shri Lal Bag
Shastri, the Indian statesman died in 1972.

12. Tanzania celebrates if3ay of Revolution
(1964). Ferenc Molnar, the Hungarian dramatist
born in 1878 and the beloved writer, Agatha Chri
died in 1976.

Lord John Acton, the preeminent writer gnd
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